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In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56, 1.97 and 
1 .98, Applicant respectfully brings the following information listed on accompanying 
Form PTO/SB/08 to the attention of the Examiner. 

Applicant has listed publication dates on the attached PTO/SB/08 based on 
information presently available to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates 
should not be construed as an admission that the information was actually published on 
the date indicated. 

Moreover, Applicant reserves the right to establish the patentability of the 
claimed invention over any information provided herewith, and/or, to prove that this 
information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent 
application does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on 
the material submitted herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will consider 
information that had been cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
in a prior application relied on under 35 U.S.C. §120. 1 138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 
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Further to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to waive the 
requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1.98 (a)(2)(i), copies of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
applications are not enclosed herewith. However, if any copies are needed, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned. 

Copies of the non-U.S. patents and non-U.S. patent applications documents are 
enclosed together with a duly completed Form PTO/SB/08. The Examiner is accordingly 
requested to consider each of these documents, and to make them of record in this 
application by initialing in the appropriate spaces on the Form PTO/SB/08. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner include a copy of the initialed Form PTO/SB/08 
with the next communication from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

Applicant has checked the appropriate boxes below. 

□ 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 

of the U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on 
the merits OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing 
of a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. No 
certification or fee is required. 

□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 

months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final 
Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 

Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my 
knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
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months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

□. c. Attached is our check in the amount of $ 180.00 in payment of the 

fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

^ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 

months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final 
Rejection or Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. It 
is hereby requested that the Information Disclosure Statement be 
considered. 

^ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 

Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my 
knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

E3. c. Attached is our check in the amount of $ 180.00 in payment of the 

fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ 4. Relevance of the non-English language document(s) is discussed in the 

present specification. 



\\COM\520766.1 



Taruaki MITSUYA, et al. 

Page 4 

^ 5. The document(s) was/were cited in a corresponding foreign application. 

Attached is a copy of the German Office Action and its English language 
translation. 



□ 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language 

document(s) appears below: 

□ 7. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent 

Application No. , filed , which is directed to related 

technical subject matter. The identification of this U.S. Patent Application 
is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that application now or 
upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited 
therein during examination. 

□ 8. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in 

Application No. , , which is relied upon for an earlier filing 

date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not 
attached. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 



Applicant notes that an Office Action on the merits has not issued in the present 
application, and thus no fee is believed necessary to ensure consideration of the 
submitted material. However, if an Office Action on the merits has issued and is 
crossing this statement in the mail, the undersigned hereby authorizes the 
Commissioner to charge any fee necessary for the consideration of this statement, 
including any payment under 37 C.F.R. §1.17 (p) to Deposit Account No. 23-1951. 
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It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the 
enclosed form PTO/SB/08, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent 
application that the documents have been considered. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Registration No. 52,972 

Richard S. Meyer 
Registration No. 32,541 

June 29, 2005 

McGuire Woods LLP 

1750 Tysons Boulevard 
Suite 1800 

McLean, VA 22102-4215 
Telephone No. 703-712-5341 
Facsimile No. 703-712-5194 
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Xffr Substitute lor form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete If Known \ 


Application Number 


10/796.208 


Filing Date 


March 10, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Teruaki MITSUYA 


Art Unit 


2859 


Examiner Name 


Tania C. COURSON 


V Sheet I 1 _ I of 11 


Attorney Docket Number 


03280092US 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials 


Cite 

Kin 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Co49 2< '** mn, 






us * 4,91 6.547 


04-10-1990 


Katsumata et al. 








us " 6,021 ,258 


02-01-2000 


Ishizu et al. 








us- 6,275,244 


08-14-2001 


Omelchenko et al. 








us ' 5,631,686 


05-20-1997 


Castelli et al. 








us " 6,300,968 


10-09-2001 


Kerxhalli et al. 








us- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DQCU 


ME NTS 




Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


7* 


Country Code* "Number 4 Kind Code* (f known) 




















































































Examiner 
Signature 


* ~~ Date 

Considered 



considered. Indude copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 If possible. "Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to Tile (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the indMdual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, cat! 1-80O-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and seiect option 2. 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless It contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Itute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/796,208 



March 10, 2004 



Teruaki MITSUYA 



2859 



Tania C. COURSON 



.Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



03280092US 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
numbers), publisher, citv and/or country where published. 
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German Office Action dated May 31 , 2005 with an English language 
translation. 











































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation Id In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant Is to place a check mark here If English language Translation Is attached. 
This collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions tor reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, cali 1-800PTO9199 (1-800-786-9199) end select option 2. 



